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UN-HABITAT TRANSPORT AND ENERGY MANDATES

• Promote human settlements development strategies that better integrate land use 
planning, environmental quality, energy consumption and transport to reduce 
negative development impacts.

• Improve levels of mobility for the urban poor through promotion of affordable 
transport programs and appropriate transport technologies; and through improved 
planning and management of all modes of transport.

• Decentralize urban transport and energy infrastructure planning, investment 
decision-making and management to the local level.

• Link poverty alleviation to mobility and transport by promoting cost-effective non-
motorised transport for the urban poor.
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WHY TALK ABOUT TRANSPORT AND POVERTY?

• Families and individuals spend upwards of 30% of their incomes on transport and 
energy services.

• Workers commute up to four hours a day (sometimes walking) to low-paying jobs, 
wasting time and losing productivity.

• By 2020, transport will kill more than HIV, War and TB combined. The majority 
of victims are the poor and children.

• Upwards of 50% of foreign exchange earnings go to importing fossil fuels for urban 
transport bankrupting national treasuries.
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UN-HABITAT URBAN PUBLIC TRANSPORT 
STRATEGIC ACTIVITIES
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1. SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT ACTION NETWORK FOR AFRICA 
(SUSTRAN-AFRICA) – PROMOTING TRANSPORT OPTIONS THAT REDUCE 
GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS IN AFRICA

2. GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT FACILITY (GEF) PROJECT – PROMOTING 
BUS RAPID TRANSIT (BRT) AND NON-MOTORIZED TRANSPORT (NMT) IN 
KENYA

3. KIBERA BICYCLE TRANSPORT PROJECT – FACING POVERTY BY 
IMPROVING TRANSPORT



1. SUSTRAN-AFRICA

A NETWORK OF PEOPLE, INSTITUTIONS AND PROJECTS THAT PROMOTE 
TRANSPORT POLICIES, PROGRAMMES AND ACTIONS THAT ARE 
ENVIRONMENTALLY SUSTAINABLE, SOCIALLY AND ECONOMICALLY 
EQUITABLE.

OBJECTIVES: 
a. Promote and coordinate the realization of appropriate sustainable transport 
options and policies in Africa that reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
b. Provide a continent-wide information sharing, capacity building and policy 
advocacy mechanism for promoting uptake of sustainable urban transport policies 
and practices.
c. Scale up and replicate suitable transport best practices, successful in Asia, Latin 
America and Africa.
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2. GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT FACILITY PROJECT

PROMOTING BUS RAPID TRANSIT (BRT) AND NON-MOTORIZED 
TRANSPORT (NMT) IN KENYA

OBJECTIVE: 
Disseminate the benefits of the BRT and NMT in Kenya and around Africa more 
generally, by facilitating the development and implementation of three inter-related 
demonstration sustainable transport projects (Nairobi, Kisumu and third city TBD).

– Develop a long-term vision and strategy on BRT/NMT and mobility.
– Design and implement a BRT and NMT plan in Nairobi, and NMT system and associated 

infrastructure in kisumu and in a 3rd City.
– Increase boda boda(bicycle taxi) economic activity and the purchase of modern bicycles by low-

income people through alternative business development and micro-credit mechanism/schemes.
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URBAN TRANSPORT SITUATION IN 
KENYA AND NAIROBI 

• RAPID GROWTH OF THE TRAFFIC DEMAND BUT NOT COMMENSURATE 
URBAN TRANSPORT SERVICES AND MANAGEMENT (NAIROBI IS ONE OF 
THE FASTEST GROWING CITIES IN THE WORLD / 5 MILLION PEOPLE BY 2020).

• INADEQUATE INFRASTRUCTURE (POOR AND DETERIORATING ROAD 
CONDITIONS; LACK OF FOOTPATHS FOR PEDESTRIANS, SEPARATE LANES FOR 
CYCLISTS OR NMT MODES, AND BYPASSES TO EASE TRAFFIC CONGESTION).

• HIGH LEVELS OF AIR CONTAMINANTS(OVER 30% OF DIAGNOSED CASES IN 
HEALTH CENTERS WERE RELATED TO UPPER RESPIRATORY TRACT INFECTIONS).
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WITHOUT BROAD IMPROVEMENTS IN NAIROBI’S PUBLIC 
TRANSPORT SECTOR, IN 2025 THE SHARE OF PRIVATE MODE TRIPS 

WILL PASS FROM 15% (2004) TO 26%. THE SHARE OF PUBLIC 
TRANSPORT AND NMT WILL DECREASE PASSING FROM 36% TO 

30% AND FROM 49% TO 44%
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BRT & NMT…A SUSTAINABLE SOLUTION TO SOLVE 
URBAN TRANSPORT PROBLEMS

Bus Rapid Transit is a mass transit system 
that mimics the rapidity and performance of 
metros but utilizes buses rather than rail 
vehicles. It is much more than simply bus 
lanes. BRT is about a total quality approach.

PRIMARY FEATURES OF BRT SYSTEMS

•Physically separated busways with   median 
stations.
•Pre-board fare collection and fare verification.
•Restricted operator access (closed system).
•Free transfer between corridors.
•High frequency service and low station dwell 
times.
•Clean bus technologies.
•Integration with other transport modes at stations 
and terminals.
•Priority for transit at intersections.
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BRT & NMT: THE BOGOTA EXPERIENCE

ACHIEVEMENTS:

•Reducing traveling times by 50%.
•Reducing noise and gas emissions by 40%.
•Making zones around the trunk roads safer.
•Decreasing accidents rates by 90% in the 
corridors.
•Reducing automobile use by40% during 
peak times.
•Improving public space.
•The infrastructure work generated 7,300 
direct jobs and 10,000 indirect jobs.

MASS TRANSIT COSTS

•BRT US$ 1 – 5 million/Km
•TRAMS/LIGH RAIL US$ 10 – 30 million/Km
•ELEVATED RAIL US$ 50 – 100 million/Km
•SUBWAYS US$ 50 – 300 million/Km

In Bogota at a cost of US$ 250 million, 380Km 
network has been made, that was used by 800,000 
passengers daily.



3. KIBERA BICYCLE TRANSPORT PROJECT

SUSTRAN-AFRICA: FACING POVERTY BY IMPROVING TRANSPORT (UN-
HABITAT, PRACTICAL ACTION, CBOs, JUA KALI SECTOR)

OBJECTIVE: 
Pilot project to test and demonstrate the utility of 4 prototypes bicycle vehicle 
attachments to enhance income generating activities and to improve a sustainable 
mobility at low costs (mobile food kiosk, garbage collector, bicycle taxi; multi-
purpose flatbed luggage carrier).
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CONCLUSIONS

• Integrate human settlements development aspects with urban mobility. 

• Improve levels of mobility for the urban poor through promotion of affordable transport 
programs and appropriate transport technologies (BRT/NMT are a low cost option that 
attracts more customers to public transport usage and reduce both pollutant and GHG 
emissions).

• Ensure a public transport system targeted for all classes of users, not just for low income 
population.

“THE FRIENDLIER TO CAR A CITY IS THE LESS HUMAN IT BECOMES” -
Enrique Penalosa, Former Mayor of Bogota, Colombia
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